
PACES TWO

I CHAPTER XXIII.
I Besieged.

It was nine o'clock. We had swal
' lowed some breakfast, though I believe
"o one had manifested an appetite,

and we were cheering ourselves with
the idlest talk possible. Stoddard, who

ad been to the chapel for his usual
even o'clock service, was deep tn the

pocket Greek testament he always car
ried.

oaies ran in to report a summons
at the outer wall, and Larry and
went together to answer It, sending
Bates to keep watch toward the lake.

Our mend, the sheriff, with a dep
uty, was outside in a buggy. He stood

p and talked to us over the wall. '
"You gents understand that I'm only

swing my duty. It's an unpleasant
business, but the court orders me to

Ject all trespassers on the premises,
aid Tve got to do it."

"The law is being used by an In-

famous scoundrel to protect himself.
1 don't intend to give In. We can hold
Out here for three months. If neces-
sary, and I advise you to keep away
and not act as a tool for a man like
Pickering."

The sheriff listened respectfully,
resting his arms on top of the wall.

"You ought to understand, Mr. Glen-arm- ,

that I ain't the court I'm the
sheriff, and It's not for me to pass on
these questions. I've got my onlers
and I've got to enforce 'cm. ar.d I hope
you will not make it necessary for me
to use violence. The judge said to me,
"We deplore violence in such cases.'
Those were his honor's very words."

"You may give his honor my compli-
ments and toll him that we are sorry
not to see things his way. hut there
are points Involve-- In this Imslns
that he doesn't know anything ahont.
and e. unfortunately, hsve no tliuo
to lay them before him."

The sheriff's seeming satisfaction
with his position on the wall and his
opposition to parley had hesun to
arouse my suspicions, and Larry sev-
eral times impatiently at
the absurdity of iliscus-i- n my affairs
with a person whom he insisted cm
calling a constable, to the sheriff's evi-
dent annoyance.

"You, sir. we've 'got our eye on yon.
and you'd better come along peai

able. Laurance Donovan; the descrip-
tions fits you to a T."

"You could buy a nice form with
that reward, couldn't you "
Larry, but at that moment Hates ran
toward us calling loudly

They're coming acrt the lake,
Blr," he reported, and Sbsuntly the
sheriff's head disapiwared. and as we
ran toward the house we heard his
horse pounding down the road toward
Et. Agatha's,.

"The law be damned. They don't In
tend to come in here by the front door
as a matter of law." said "Pick-Wing'-

merely using the sheriff to give
respectability to his maneuvers."

It wa no time for a discussion of
otives. We ran across the meadow

past the water tower and down to the
boat-hous- Tar out on the lake we
law half a dozen men approaching the
Glenarra grounds. They advanced
steadily over the light snow that lay

pon the ice, one man slightly in
and evidently the leader.

"It's Morgan." exclaimed Pates.
"And there's Ferguson."

Larry chuckled and slapped his
' Uigli.

"Observe that stocky little devil just
behind the leader. He's my friend
from Scotland Yard. Lads! this is
really an International affair."

"Hates, go bark to the house and
call at any sign of attack." I ordered.
"The sheriff's loose somewhere."

"And Pickering Is directing his
forces from afar," remarked Stoddard.

"I count ten men in Morgan's line."
said Larry, "and the sheriff and his
deputy make two more. That's 12. not
counting Pickering, that we know of
on the other side."

"Warn them away before they get
inch nearer." suggested Stoddard

"We don't want to hurt people if we
can help it," and at this I went to the

od of the pier. Morgan and his men
were now quite near, and there was no
Bistaklng their Intentions. Most of
them carried guns, the others re-

volvers and long Ire hooks.
"Morgan," I called, holding up my

aands for a truce, "we wish you no
' harm, but if you enter these ground?
you do so at your peril."

They had paused at a wr.rd from
Iforgan and listened sullenly.

"We're all sworn deputy she-ifr- ."

called the caretaker smoothly. "We've
Sot the law behind us."

"That must Ik-- why you r commi;
tn the back way," I replied.

The thickset man whom Ijirry hal
Identified as the Knsllsh detective nu--

came closer and addressed me in a
' llgh key.

"You're harborlns a bad man. Mr.
Clenarm. You'd better give him up.
I've got my papers and the American
law supports me. You'll get yourself
Into trouble If you protect that man.
You may not understand, sir. thai he's
S very dangerous character."

"Thanks, Davidson!" called Larry.
"You'd better keep out of this. You

t "i a bad man with the shillalah!"
you are, you blatkiuard!"

t ' officer, so spitefully that wt

I drew back to the boat-hous-

"They are not going to kill anybody
If they can help it," remarked Stod-

dard, "any more than we are. Fren
deputy sheriffs are not turned loose to
do murder, and the Wabana county
court wouldn't. If It hadn't been Im
posed on py rickerlng. lend Itself to a
game like this. And this business here
Is only a private affair between Picker-
ing and the sheriff."

"Now we're hi for It," yelled Larry;
and the 12 men. In close order, came
running across the Ice toward the
shore.

"Open order, and fall back slowly
toward the house." I commanded. And
we deployed from the , while
the attacking party still clung to
gether, a strategic error on their side,
as Larry assured us.

"Stay together. lads. Poa't sepa-
rate; you'll get lost If you do," he
yelled derisively to the enemy.

Stoddard bade him keep still, and
we son had our hands hill with a
preliminary skirmish. Davidson, the
detective, seemed disgusted at Mor-

gan's tactics, openly abused the care-
taker, and ran ahead of his column,
revolver In hand, bearing down upon
Larry, who held our center.

The Englishman's haste was his
undoing. A lisht fall of uw a few
days before had gathered in the lit-

tle hollows of the wiod deceptively.
The detective plunged Into one of
these an I fell sprawling on all fours
a calantry that cause! hi comrades
to pvise uneasily. I.;-r- y was uion
his enemy In a flash, wrenched his
pi:ol away and pulled the man to his
feet.

Ah. rav!.!nn. "here's marty a
Move. If ytej dure, an 111 flos

yon yoet- ovn And he
behind the man. ntac him as a

h'ld while 51 ir.-:-'i aid the st of
he nvinv huns near the boat house

nricf .tatr.iv.
the stnt.5!r

rtptu.el. general, ohs- -:

we. "Yon see tV' Ai::er
were !;' n litii:. on Prill.-Moig.i-

inw acted en
ha! fur:
ot: as

t'rt care

!"te!

i?l:ed hi'n a.--l set
k'rniUhers. Thv

h.i-- 1111 1.

treating toward the h'i'i
one hand on the
oner and the o'her
voher. wih which he i ik
frentiently in 'lie ribs.
continue 1 o:ir fearing a

t.r

cut

be

jto

1

,r.

now o. WATSt.iN j'
the we

!..- - I
the J

!;.. an Q' (

m:.n 'e ,.;, I

whiih would have dupo-.-.- ! of ns eas-
ily cn.".uh If Mran's eumtiahy hi!
sho.'n any fixhtins spirit. S'nd'iar l'
ptesenre rather ani.i?ed and

tht m. think, an ! 1 saw t'l.it
the invaders kept away frotn his end
of line. We were now. far aj'.ir'.
stumbling oxer the s:iow-covere-

an to one another n--

and then that ae might nut bernnie
too wble'y separated. Davids.m did
nut relish his ca; tme by the 11. he

.! . . t'..v in-- .' ,t. ar.o
"r (.:: roar c..::nr 1

to .v ia.
"Try a.-:!-n." heard Ijrry ad

nionl.'h hir.i. "try hut onre more, an I

Sod. llol bless it! r)ver fee!
the delicate ln:print of your web
again."

He turned the man about a.--.J

rushel hini toward the house, the re
volver still serving as a prod. H;
flight heart to wary Invaders
immediately behind liim and two fel-

lows, urtred and led by Morgan,
charged our line at smart pace.

"L'olt for the front door." called
Larry, and Stoddard and closed

In after tn guard his retreat.
"They're not shooting." ailed Stod-

dard. "You be sure 'hey've had
their orders to capture the house with
as little row as

We were now neirinc the editp
the wood, wi'h the open meadow am!
water tower at hac', while Ijirry
was making good time toward the
house.

"Let's not wait for them here,"
shouted Stoddard.

Morgan was advancing with a club
In his hand, directly fr n.e,
two men at h! hivls. and the re.;t
veering off toward the wall of St.
Agatha's.

"Watch the hotis." yelled to the
chaplain: and on t.lue
the Morgan ca-n- e at me furious-
ly, swinging his club over his held,
and In a moment we were fencing
away at a merry n'e. We bo-- had
revolvers strap) ! to walk's, but

had no Intention of drawing mine
unless In extremity. my r'ht
Stoddard was busy keeping of Mor-
gan's personal guard, wh i seemel re-

luctant to close with the clergyman.
have been, in my day, something

of a fencer, and my the
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club flying over snow,
and. we grapple I. I'.a'es yelle l from
th house. quickly found that Mor-
gan's wounded arm was still tender.
He II imbed at the first grapple, and
his anger got the better of his judg-
ment. We kicked up the snow at a
Bieat rate as we and d;agod
each other about. He caught hold of
my with one hand and with a
great wrench nearly dragged me from
my feet, but pinioned his and
bent hltn backward, then, by a trick
Larry taught me, him upon

la miA.

bid SANDY NEWS

n..Meanwhile Pales continued to Call

lustily from the house. '

"Come on at any cost," shouted
8toddard, putting himself between mr
and the men who were flying to Mor-

gan's aid.
"Shoot, you fools, shoot!"

Morgan, and as we started across the
open meadow and ran toward the
house a shotgun roared hark of us and
buckshot snapped and rattled on the
stone of the water tower.

"There's the sheriff," called Stod
dard behind me.

The oUcer and his deputy ran Into
the park from the gale sf St. Agatha's,
while the rest of Morgan's party wore
skirting the wall to Join them.

"Stop or I'll shoot." yellisl Morgan
and I felt Stoddard pause In his pi
gaatlc stride to throw himself between
nie and the pursuers.

"Sprint for it hot," he called ver?
coolly, as though he were coaching me
In contest of the most amiable sort
imaginable.

"Ge away from guas." I pant
ed, angered by the very generosity of
his defense.

"Feint for the front iloor an-- then
run for the terrace and the library
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